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           The President’s 2 Cents Worth 
 
On December 6, 2008 we held our regular meeting.  There were a total of 110 members 
present.  It was a typical December winter day, snow, a little cold, but everyone in good 
spirits, and the sun was bright and shiny.   We had a wonderful meal catered, and we 
were in a new location that Mike Kaufman found in Arlington, MN, the new Arlington 
Community Center.  It was decided during the general meeting that we would meet here 
again in the spring.  There is a change in the meeting date.  We will meet on MARCH 
14, 2009.   We cannot get the center on March 21, as voted on, so please re-mark your 
calendars for MARCH 14, 2009.  �
��
Roger Siemsen, told the members he would be auctioning his Gold 826 off at the Red 
Power Roundup in 2011.  This is the tractor that CIH restored for Roger and also toured 
the country as part of the CIH exhibition for 2007.  We need to get the word out on this 
tractor as part of our advertising campaign for our roundup.  Roger also told me that he 
will be chair person for the auction committee, so contact him for any auction items you 
would like to bring to the roundup auction.  It is not too early to get going on this.�
��
I hope everyone is staying warm.  As I write this, it is January 15, 2009, and it is -26 
degrees.  My corn burner is on high but it is warm inside.  Weatherman says another 
day of this cold and then up to 30s.  There is an old saying in Minnesota, just wait 24 
hours, the weather will be different. My red Cub Cadet with the snow thrower on it is 
getting quite a work out.  Once or twice a week, it has to blow snow right now, even in 
the cold.  You better be going in the right direction, that snow on the face can get cold 
fast.�
��
Best to everyone in the New Year.  We will be having 2 shows this year, 2 sides of the 
state, so everyone can participate.  Get those tractors polished or restored and happy 
hunting in restoration land.  I am trying to get our summer meeting lined up, and hope to 
know a positive answer by the March meeting. 
 
During the meeting we re-elected 3 board members, Werner Reining, Kathy Eckstrand, 
and Nathan Hanson.  I would like to thank all officers and board members for their 
support and helping me as president to run our club.  You are a wonderful group to work 
with.  Also a big thank you to Linda Klein as our merchandise director, and Robert 
Watkins as our membership secretary. �
          �
Coming up in March we need to pay our dues for the year 2009.  Pay Robert Watkins at 
the meeting, or send them in to him.  We need to get this done so we can send in our 
National Dues to the National Organization.�
��
After the general meeting, we held our board meeting, on December 6, 2006.  We 
welcomed David Kanten aboard as a new board member, replacing Paul Adelmann, 
who resigned in September.  David was appointed by your board for the 2 years that 
Paul had left on his term.  Kathy Eckstrand was appointed by your board to Vice 
President, for the 2 months left on Paul Adelmanns term as Vice President.  At the 
board meeting a unanimous ballet was cast to re-elect all officers as they sit on your 
board, Bruce Jensen President, Kathy Eckstrand, Vice President, Joel Klein as 
secretary, and Nathan Hanson as Treasurer.
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Club Directors 
 
 
 
 

Orville Deling 
314 So. Hampton 

Fairmont, MN 56031 
507-238-1903 

 
Dave Kanten 

13919 Paul Ave. 
Fulda, MN 56131 

507-425-2561  
dkjk15@lismoretel.com 

 
Robert (Bob) Koepp 

63213 173rd St. 
Litchfield, MN 55355 

320-693-2925 
 

Werner Reining 
PO box 218 

Spicer, MN 56288 
320-796-5003 

 
Duane Runke 

7416 Parkview Dr. 
Moundsview, MN 

55112 
763-784-1164 

drunke@bmhmn.com 
 

Merchandise 
Director 

Linda Klein 
3829 Gibraltar Trail 
Eagen, MN 55123 

651-452-5664 
Joellindak@aol.com  

 
Membership 

Director 
Bob Watkins 

6231 Edgemont Blvd 
Brooklyn Park, MN  

55428 
763-533-5547 

rmwatk@msn.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IHCC General Meeting Minutes – December 6th, 2008 
 
President Bruce Jensen called the meeting to order at 12:20.  He thanked the caterers for a good 
meal and continued the tradition of telling a joke.  Guests and new members were recognized.  
Bruce reported that we gained 18 members at LeSueur. 
  
Bruce reported that Paul Adelmann has resigned his position of board member and Vice 
President.  Kathy Eckstrand was asked by the board to fill the position of Vice President, and 
accepted the appointment.  Dave Kanten was asked to fill the board of directors vacancy, and 
accepted.  
 
Current board members who’s terms are expiring are Kathleen Eckstrand, Nathan Hanson, and 
Werner Reining.  A motion made by Bernie Kuttner, and seconded by Conrad Fiskness to re-
elect those board members for another term was passed. 
 
A draft of the logo for 2011 RPRU was presented by Joel and Linda Klein.  A motion made by 
Rodney Eldevik, and seconded by Howard Holicky to let the RPRU Committee make the final 
design approval was passed. 
 
Our MN IH Rally will be held at Jordan in 2010.  They will officially accept us as their guest prior 
to the March meeting.  
 
The 2009 MN IH Rally will be in Albany September 18, 19, and 20.  Ron Eisenschenk is looking 
for a complete 06, which will be Albany’s feature tractor.  Chapter 15 will be featuring all un-
styled model tractors.  Old dealership banners are welcome. 
 
Members are needed to attend the Winter Convention in Waterloo IA and assist at the Chapter 
15 booth. 
 
Bruce reviewed his first year as President.  Memorable events were the deaths of members 
Richard Kadelbach and Norm Sevcik on the same day in February, the presentation at RPRU 
and acceptance of a proposal to host 2011 Red Power Round Up, and the LeSueur Field of M’s. 
 
Conrad Fiskness was recognized for putting together the Field of M’s concept and executing it.  
Conrad thanked Orville Deling, and Bob Koepp for their assistance lining up tractors.  He passed 
out plaques to exhibitors who didn’t receive one. 
 
Nathan Hanson was recognized as Treasurer and news letter editor.   
 
Kathy Eckstrand presented options for a new meeting space in Mankato.  The meeting space at 
the new Arlington community center is equivalent or less in price.   A motion made by Ken 
Hanson, and seconded by Werner Reining, to hold our March 21 2009 at the new Arlington 
Community hall was passed. Mike Kaufmann will get the reservation. Arlington appears to be 
centrally located.  Further research will be conducted to determine center of membership. 
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Articles of incorporation were discussed and David Alstad indicated he has copies .He will get 
those to Bruce Jensen for insurance purposes and to meet the National requirements. 
 
Merchandise manager, Linda Klein gave a recap of the years events, and recognized those who 
helped her. 
 
Door prizes were given away.  Member Earl Holasek & Sons Green House donated the 
poinsettias that decorated the tables and were given as door prizes.  Other door prizes were 
donated by Jensales, David Jensen, Duane Runke, Orville Deling, Dorthea Paul, and an 
anonymous donor. 
 
The club trailer is being stored at the Kadelbach farms.  A motion made by Joe Schimml, 
seconded by Dave Alstad to furnish a prepaid membership to Carol Kadelbach for trailer storage, 
was passed. 
 
It was reported that Don Cervenka will not be able to chair the toy committee for the 2011 RPRU.  
If any members are interested contact Bruce Jensen or Joel Klein. 
 
A motion was made seconded and passed to adjourn at 2:20 pm. 
Respectfully Joel Klein Secretary
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Notes from the Editor 
By Nathan Hanson  
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After such a long, cold winter it is nice to think that we 
are only a couple months away from the first swap meets 
and the start of the 2009 show season. 
 
Our club’s web site has a great new look.  We owe Jim 
Hadfield a big thanks for his continued support of this 
site.  
 

Web Site : www.ihcc15.com  
 
I will continue to have the Newsletter’s placed on the 
website.  There you can see them in full color and before 
they arrive in the mail. 
 
Please continue to send / call / email your Classified 
Adds to me for the newsletter.  No charge for our 
members. 
 
If you have an IH related business, please send me a 
business card.  I would like to add a Contact Page for the 
spring newsletter. 
 
I would also welcome any articles, pictures, or stories 
you would like to share with the club for the next 
newsletter.   
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Over the next year we want to gain 501c Tax Free status 
for the club and verify that MN 15 club is incorporated.  
The National Club is requiring all chapters to be 
incorporated and carrying insurance. 
 
The first step in all of this is to review and update our 
chapter’s bylaws.  All Directors have copies of the 
original by bylaws.  We will review these at the March 
meeting and discuss changes to update the bylaws to 
match our current requirements. 
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At the December meeting there was a mix up with our Red IH 
jackets.  Another member grabbed Dave Kanten’s by mistake.  
If you have a jacket with “Dave” embroidered on the right 
hand side, please bring it to the March meeting.  Dave has 
another Large size for trade.  Thanks.    
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The Board of Directors meeting was called to order after the 
general meeting by Bruce Jensen. 
 
A motion was made by Bob Koepp, seconded by Orville 
Deling, and passed to approve the Board of Director meeting 
minutes from November.  
  
A motion was made by Werner Reining, seconded by Duane 
Runke, and passed to approve the  
Treasurer’s report as printed. 
 
A motion was made by Werner Reining, seconded by Bob 
Koepp, and passed to continue the officer positions as 
currently filled: 
 
Bruce Jensen, President; Kathleen Eckstrand, Vice President; 
Nathan Hanson, Treasurer; Joel Klein, Secretary 
 
The cost and size of a quilt to be auctioned at Red Power 
2011 was discussed.  Roger Seimsen has a contact, and 
Kathleen will pursue. 
 
There is a possibility of a summer show at the Alstad farm. 
 
Winter Convention will be March 5,6,7 2009 in Waterloo IA. 
 
A motion was made by Werner Reining, seconded by Nathan 
Hanson, and passed to approve the purchase of 10 rubber 
floor mats for the club. 
A motion was made by Werner Reining, seconded by Joel 
Klein, and passed to adjourn at 3:09 pm.

 
 

 
Notice to Members 

If you have questions regarding the mailing (including changes of address) of Harvester Highlights, 
please contact our chapter Membership Secretary, Bob Watkins. He can be reached at 763-533-5547 
or by e-mail at rmwatk@msn.com. Because of the growing volume of members, the National 
Membership Secretary cannot effectively handle all the potential inquiries. 
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Collectors Corner 
By Conrad Fiskness 

 
Looking out the window all one sees is white! 
Finally a winter that requires no apologies for 
being wimpy! A true good old-fashioned 
Minnesota winter! On Friday, January 16, at -
25o F, I did the little scientific routine of 
throwing a cup of steaming hot water into the 
air and watched it immediately turn into a 
cloud of vapor. We took a picture of it as well 
to prove to future generations that it happens! 
 
As one who does not have a heated shop and 
does not even live close by where the tractors, 
etc are stored, winter is a time for reflecting, 
contemplating and planning. In the fall I put 
everything away, including the truck, and don’t 
even consider working on anything until 
spring. It does not stop me from having some 
discussions with folks about the collecting 
hobby however.  
 
Just this week, while talking to a customer in 
southern Ohio, he mentioned that in his part of 
the country at least, the pattern of favorite 
collector items is changing. He said the prized 
tractors for collectors there have become 
tractors such as Farmall 806, 1206 and John 
Deere 4020. At least if prices paid there are 
any indication, with sales ranging from 
$20,000 to even over $30,000 for the models 
mentioned, the current generation of collectors 
is willing to pay for recapturing a piece of their 
growing up years. Obviously each generation 
desires to seek out and collect those items 
they fondly remember from their youth. His 
observation reminded me of my father’s strong 
response to anything related to steam 
engines.  
 
For me personally, 2008 was a busy year. The 
show year started out with the RPRU in 
Columbia, MO in June. It is always enjoyable 
to visit with the many friends that we have 
made around the country. I managed to attend 
five antique power shows and one Fourth of 
July Parade. I painted my Super W-6 and Cub 
this summer and I had a good time hauling 
them to the shows.  
The winter weather has provided some time to 
catch up on some reading. There were two 
books published in 2008 that are of interest to 
IH collectors. One that was purchased at our 
December meeting and given to me as a  
 
 

Christmas gift was Ken Updike’s, Classic 
Farmall Tractors. Its sub-title says that it 
covers “History, Models, Variations and 
Specifications 1922-1975”. It has many good 
photos, some history and it also covers the 
tractors produced in the 1960’ and 70’s that 
were mentioned earlier. 
 
A second book is The Farmall Dynasty by Lee 
Klancher. This book covers “The Story of the 
Engineering and Design That Created 
International Harvester Tractors”. While it is 
primarily a narrative that covers the history of 
International Harvester, it has some photos, all 
black and white, several of which are of older 
early models. Lee has also included tables 
that show the production by year of the 
tractors built. This eliminates the need for 
turning to an appendix to view the table. He 
concludes the book with an appendix that 
provides a listing of “Recommended Reading” 
and IH related clubs and magazines. 
 
And so, as thoughts turn back to coming 
summer collecting projects, it is with the 
realization that those activities will be limited in 
2009. Much planning time and financial 
resources will be directed to redoing the 
kitchen in our home. The somewhat sobering 
prospect of limited collecting is counter-
balanced by the delightful thought that there 
will no doubt be wonderful delicacies produced 
in the newly re-modeled kitchen. 
 

Guinness World Record Application 
 
As most of you likely know, I have been 
working on submitting an application to 
Guinness World Records claiming that 
Chapter 15 assembled the largest known 
number of the various models of “M” Farmalls 
at our Minnesota IH Rally and its “Field of M’s” 
feature. The application process is fairly 
complex and required some time to insure that 
all requirements of their process were met. 
The application was mailed in early January 
and within a few days I received an 
acknowledgement from them that the claim 
had been received. They also indicated that it 
would be several weeks before we would learn 
if our claim had been accepted. With some 
luck, we may have heard from them before our 
March meeting.  
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Next Meeting: 
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See below for details. 

Future Events: 
 

Winter Convention 
Waterloo, IA 

March 5-7, 2009 
 

Red Power Round Up 
Madison, WI 

July 23-25, 2009 
 

Little Log House Show 
Hastings, MN 

July 23-25, 2009  
 

Albany Pioneer Days 
Albany, MN 

September 18-20, 2009 
 

Red Power Round Up 
Albert Lea, MN 

June 23-25,  2011 

 
 
 
 
 

March Meeting 
 

 
Please plan on attending our March meeting at the 
Arlington Community Building in Arlington MN.   
 

- Review Winter Convention 
- Discuss Summer Show & Meeting 
- Pay Membership Dues 
- 2011 RPRU Planning 
- Review Chapter 15 Bylaws 

 
 


